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PREFACE. 



The first Volume of the Transactions of the Kilkenny Archaeological 
Society having been completed, it may be necessary to say a few words 
in explanation of the circumstances which combined to give it birth, 
and bring together its somewhat incongruous parts. 

When the Society was formed in the year 1849, it did not at first 
appear probable that its income would at any time suffice to print the 
Papers read at its several meetings : as members increased, however, 
and funds became available, a record of the Proceedings, other than 
that afforded by the columns of the local newspapers, was felt to be 
most desirable. Amongst those who most energetically advocated this 
measure may be named, especially, Joseph Burke, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, 
one of the earliest members of the Society. Mr. Burke urged that the 
status given to the Society by the publication of its Transactions would 
re-act favourably on its prospects by extending the number of its mem- 
bers — and his anticipations have been amply realised, as a glance at 
the lists of members, and at the abstracts of the Society's accounts, 
for the years 1849, 1850, and 1851, will testify. The printing of the 
Transactions was accordingly decided on, and the Committee having 
entrusted the task of editing them to the Honorary Secretaries, they 
have anxiously endeavoured to discharge that important and laborious 
trust. During the years 1849 and 1850, when the funds at their dis- 
posal were not very large, they felt themselves precluded from incurring 
expenses, which, however legitimate, could by any means be avoided. 
These observations may account for the deficiency observable in the 
two first Parts of the Volume, where many Papers, requiring copious 
noting and pictorial illustration, have necessarily been deprived of 
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these advantages. With the improving prospects of the Society, these 
defects have been in some degree obviated j and it is hoped that the 
succeeding Volumes will exhibit an improvement yet more decidedly 
marked. 

To the Transactions of many of the kindred Societies of Great 
Britain liberal presentations of illustrative engravings have been made 
by the members ; and in this legitimate mode of forwarding its objects, 
our Society also has received aid. The Rev. James Graves, and James 
G. Robertson, Esq., Architect, have drawn some of the Illustrations on 
stone ; the Very Eev. Edward Newenbam Hoare, Dean of Waterford, 
Robert Cane, Esq., M.D., and John Windele, Esq., have, at their own 
cost, procured similar drawings illustrative of their several contributions; 
whilst the Royal Irish Academy, the Archaeological Institute of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and James M'Glashan, Esq., have kindly afforded 
to the Society the use of many beautifully executed wood-cuts. It is 
most desirable that this efficient mode of furthering the objects of the 
Society should be more widely imitated, and that members should thus 
contribute both towards the illustration of their own Papers, and of 
objects of antiquity existing in their immediate neighbourhood, or 
which may have come under their especial notice. 

It may perhaps be allowable to refer, with some degree of honest 
pride, to the rapid growth of the Society, and the accessions of strength 
it has received, not only numerically, but also with regard to the ranks 
of the contributors to the Transactions. Amongst the contributors to 
the first year's Proceedings not many names are to be found, whilst the 
second and concluding Parts of the Volume can show those of a goodly 
number of the leading Archaeologists of the kingdom. The Society, 
too, has not been less fortunate in eliciting the talents, and obtaining 
the aid of persons less known to fame ; some of, perhaps, the most 
valuable contributions being from the pens of men who daily mix with 
the peasantry, and fully understand their language, feelings, traditions, 
and folk-lore. 

To Richard Hitchcock, Esq., a gentleman distinguished for his 
indefatigable researches in the difficult field of Ogham literature, the 
Editors feel themselves indebted for his valuable aid in passing the 
sheets of the second and third Parts of the Volume through the press, 
no less than for his unwearied and highly successful exertions to extend 
the limits of the Society. To John O'Donovan, Esq., LL.D., they have 
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to offer their sincere thanks for the aid so freely given in revising and 
noting those Papers which required a knowledge of the Irish language, 
and an acquaintance with the topography of Ireland. The Editors 
have also to thank their enterprising Publisher, Mr. John 0*Daly, 
for the readiness with which he has, on all occasions, placed his 
knowledge of the Irish language at their service. 

As already observed at page 501 of this Volume, it must be a cause 
of regret, that the funds at the disposal of the Committee did not war- 
rant their undertaking the publication of the entire mass of valuable 
and important Historical Documents contributed by various members 
of the Society since its foundation. It is hoped, however, that by means 
of a special subscription they may shortly be able to supply those who 
take an interest in the preservation of the materials of true history with 
a volume solely devoted to that important class of antiquities. By a 
recent change in the rules it is optional with members to increase their 
subscription from Five Shillings to the sum of Fifteen Shillings annually, 
which will entitle all such subscribers, when their number shall have 
amounted to one hundred, to a Volume of Original Documents, in 
addition to the annual Transactions of the Society. The names of the 
Marquis of Ormonde, the Very Rev. Dean Hoare, Patrick Watters, Esq., 
Rev. John Browne, LL.D., Rev. Philip Moore, E.C.C., John James, 
Esq., M.R.C.S.I., Aquilla Smith, Esq., M.D., Charles E. Boss, Esq., 
M.D., Richard Smithwick, Esq., J.P., Joseph Greene, jun., Esq., 
James F. Ferguson, Esq., &c, may be mentioned as amongst the con- 
tributors, either of the original manuscripts themselves, or of faithful 
transcripts of them. 

As the impression of the Transactions for 1849 was very limited, 
amounting only to two hundred and fifty copies, many persons, having 
become members of the Society after it was out of print, and conse- 
quently not to be had, have expressed a wish for its re-issue. The 
Committee have, therefore, in compliance with their request, determined 
to put it to press as soon as one hundred persons have signified 
their intention of subscribing Five Shillings each towards defraying 
the expense of the reprint. 

Kilkenny, May, 1853. 



